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PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING  1968 

To  Members  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting. 

Dear  Friends: 

I value  this  opportunity  to  talk  ivith  you  about  our  gathering  in  August.  Three 
reflections  must  occur  to  us:  how  small  a group  we  are,  what  great  things  are  expected 
of  us,  and  what  an  infinite  resource  we  have  in  our  corporate  worship  of  God.  While 
our  first  two  reflections  may  press  heavily  upon  us,  our  third  lifts  us  up  in  confidence. 

Our  confidence,  however,  is  not  in  ourselves  and  our  own  power,  but  in  the 
possibility  of  feeling  that  Spirit  which  lives  in  everlasting  love  unfeigned,  which 
takes  its  kingdom  with  entreaty  and  not  with  contention  and  keeps  it  with  lowliness 
of  mind.  The  more  responsive  we  are  to  the  cries  and  appeals  of  the  world,  the  more 
closely  we  must  cling  to  Naylers  Spirit  and  rest  on  his  ground  and  spring:  the 
mercies  and  forgiveness  of  God. 

This  Spirit  is  laid  upon  us  as  much  in  our  relations  with  each  other  in  our 
meetings  as  in  our  responses  to  the  violence  around  us.  Let  us  with  Nayler  still 
put  our  hope  in  outliving  all  wrath  and  contention  and  in  wearying  out  all  exaltation 
and  cruelty.  Ours  is  not  a short-term  faith. 

With  loving  greetings  to  you  all, 

MADGE  T.  SEAVER 


PYM  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

REPRESENTATIVE  COMMITTEE 

St.  Mary’s  College,  August  18,  8:00  p.m. 
and  August  19,  8:30  a.m. 

WHO  ARE  MEMBERS: 

Officers  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  Clerks  of  the 
Regional  Meetings,  Chairmen  of  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ing standing  committees.  Chairman  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting  Arrangements  Committee,  one  representa- 
tive and  one  observer  from  each  Monthly  Meeting 
(appointed  to  serve  for  two  years.  This  year  meet- 
ings P-Z  name  a representative  and  observer  for 
two  years),  representatives  of  ad  hoc  committees  as 
approved  by  the  Clerk,  and  the  immediate  past 
Clerk  of  Yearly  Meeting. 

THE  RESPONSIBILITY  OF  REPRESENTATIVE 
COMMITTEE: 

1.  To  help  prepare  the  agenda  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting. 

2.  To  give  preliminary  consideration  to  matters 
which  may  come  before  the  Yearly  Meeting  and 
make  recommendations  to  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

A FEW  SPECIFIC  ITEMS  OF  BUSINESS: 

1.  Consideration  of 

a.  The  desirability  of  the  Visitation  Commit- 
tee’s becoming  a sub-committee  of  the 
Committee  on  Ministry  and  Oversight  and, 

b.  The  status  of  the  Committee  on  New  Ways 
of  Bringing  Friends  Together. 

2.  New  constituency  for  Education  and  Peace 
Committees. 

3.  Appointment  of  an  ad  hoc  committee  to  nom- 
inate the  chairman  of  the  New  Nominating  Commit- 


tee and  to  report  to  Executive  Committee  with  sug- 
gestions for  the  1971  class. 

CHILDREN’S  PROGRAM— St.  Mary’s  is  in  a beau- 
tiful valley  south  of  Walnut  Creek.  It  is  not  near  a 
highway.  There  is  some  poison-oak  in  the  hills  be- 
hind the  college.  Swimming  is  available  all  afternoon, 
but  the  pool  is  five  feet  deep  at  the  shallowest  end. 
Bring  warm-weather  clothes,  but  have  sweaters  if 
the  fog  rolls  in.  Bring  your  favorite  book,  musical 
instrument,  sports  equipment,  etc. 

ART  EXHIBIT — An  exhibit  of  the  art  work  of 
Friends  and  friends  will  be  on  display  during  Yearly 

Meeting.  The  show  is  dependent  on  your  works 

paintings,  weavings,  pottery,  poems,  sculpture,  pho- 
tographs, jewelry,  etc.  Please  bring  or  send  your 
works  (limit  of  four)  ready  to  display.  If  you  wish 
to  sell  a piece,  be  sure  to  list  the  price.  I’m  looking 
forward  to  seeing  you  and  your  art  at  PYM. 

BARBARA  PERRY,  Chairman 

HOSPITALITY  TO  FRIENDS  TRAVELLING 
THROUGH  OREGON  en  route  to  Yearly  Meeting: 
Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting  Ministry  and  Over- 
sight is  offering  hospitality — anyone  wanting  hos- 
pitality, and  local  Friends  able  to  offer  it,  should 
write  to  Mary  Etter,  2815  Elinor  Street,  Eugene,  OR 
97403. 


THE  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE  is  planning  a dis- 
play at  Yearly  Meeting  of  curriculum  and  other  re- 
source material.  Friends  are  asked  to  bring  along 
books,  pamphlets,  models,  or  other  material  that  has 
proved  valuable  in  First  Day  School  or  in  any  other 
part  of  the  life  of  the  Meeting. 


JULY-AUGUST,  1968— PAGE  2 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


ANNUAL  REPORTS:  THE  STATE  OF  THE  SOCIETY;  YEARLY  MEETING 
COMMITTEES;  REPRESENTATIVES  TO  FRIENDS  ORGANIZATIONS 


State  of  The  Society 

COLLEGE  PARK  QUARTERLY  MEETING 

As  we  review  the  satisfactions  and  dis- 
satisfactions of  our  Meetings  we  count  the 
meetings  for  worship  and  business  among 
the  satisfactions.  Worship,  held  “in  the  sim- 
plicity of  truth”,  provides  sustenance  for  the 
worshippers,  and  the  business  meetings,  far 
from  perfunctory,  are  the  seedbed  of  many 
and  varied  creative  activities.  The  receiving 
at  the  April  Quarterly  Meeting  of  a new 
Monthly  Meeting,  Marin,  formerly  a Pre- 
parative Meeting  of  San  Francisco  Monthly 
Meeting,  was  a very  great  satisfaction  to  the 
Quarter. 

Good  order  is  still  one  of  our  lacks,  as 
was  shown  by  the  absent-mindedness  of  a 
number  of  Meetings  in  failing  to  provide 
Quarterly  Meeting  with  written  accounts  of 
their  spiritual  state  for  the  past  year.  Some 
Meetings  confessed  a lack  of  love  and  pa- 
tience in  business  meetings  under  strain,  re- 
flecting what  seems  to  be  a real  breakdown 
in  the  culture. 

The  situation  of  Monterey  Peninsula 
Meeting  as  described  by  its  clerk,  while  lit- 
eral for  Monterey  Peninsula,  can  be  taken 
as  a kind  of  symbol  of  the  condition  of  us 
all.  With  origins  years  back  in  a poetry  read- 
ing group,  it  has  moved  from  the  privileged 
community  of  Carmel  to  a new  meeting 
house  in  Seaside  where  races  face  each  other, 
and  now  finds  itself  with  the  guns  of  the 
Ford  Ord  firing  range  on  one  side  and  the 
smoke  and  looting  of  race  violence  on  the 
other.  So  we  all,  emerging  from  what  we 
could  almost  call  the  innocence  of  only  a fev/ 
years  ago,  now  find  ourselves  between  the 
twin  violence  of  war  and  race  hostility. 

The  Quarterly  Meeting  and  its  Meetings 
have  wrestled  this  year  with  the  questions 
of  corporate  witness  versus  individual  wit- 
ness and  of  our  attitude  toward  draft  refusal. 
We  were  reminded  at  our  last  meeting,  a 
two-day  gathering  which  happened  to  follow 
a conference  on  the  draft  called  by  the  Peace 
Committee,  that  in  1950  Pacific  Yearly  Meet- 
ing had  adopted  a minute  saying  that  draft 
refusal  was  in  accord  with  the  religious  con- 
viction of  Friends,  and  that  Quarterly  Meet- 
ing’s minute  was  essentially  repeating  what 
had  been  affirmed  before. 

Another  kind  of  corporate  responsibility 
is  the  sponsorship  of  John  Woolman  School; 
and  yet  another  the  collection  of  funds  for 
Phil  Drath  so  that  the  story  of  the  Phoenix 
could  be  told. 


Meetings  have  engaged  in  corporate  vig- 
ils against  the  war.  Berkeley  Meeting’s  Com- 
mittee on  Ministry  acted  for  Quarterly  Meet- 
ing in  visiting  prisoners  jailed  in  Santa  Pata 
after  the  Oakland  Induction  Center  sit-ins, 
and  Delta  Meeting  also  felt  special  concern 
for  prison  visitation.  Santa  Cruz  Meeting  has 
set  up  a scholarship  for  the  disadvantaged  in 
memory  of  Martin  Luther  King;  and  College 
Park  Monthly  Meeting,  having  received 
money,  has  searched  into  the  meaning  of 
stewardship.  The  Bay  Area  Meetings  report 
that  many  young  seekers  are  coming  to 
them. 

The  response  to  the  wider  community  is 
creative  and  inspiring  but,  as  San  Francisco 
Meeting  reminds  us,  it  fades  into  insignifi- 
cance “measured  against  such  desperate  hu- 
man need.”  Just  because  we  know  this  we 
reach  out  to  each  other  seeking  more  ur- 
gently to  realize  the  beloved  community  in 
v/hich  the  Light  for  our  v/ay  may  be  found. 

PACIFIC  NW  QUARTERLY  MEETING 

Monthly  Meeting  reports  indicate  in- 
creasing awareness  of  an  involvement  in  the 
complex  issues  facing  humanity.  As  national 
and  local  situations  become  more  crisis- 
laden, the  level  of  our  identification  with 
those  involved  seems  to  be  deepening  and 
broadening.  How  can  we  witness  effectively 
to  our  belief  in  the  power  of  love  over  evil? 

Efforts  to  speak  to  this  have  taken  many 
forms  in  many  areas  yet  we  feel  we  must 
further  strengthen  our  inner  resources  and 
do  much  more.  Action  by  meetings  include 
participation  in  the  “Open  Door  Clinic”  in 
Seattle  (reaching  out  to  the  “hippies”);  for- 
mation of  a Meeting  for  Suffering  “to  sup- 
port those  suffering  for  conscience  sake  in 
the  present  conflict  with  the  draft  system”; 
presenting  a ten-week  course  on  Quakerism 
at  the  Free  University  of  Seattle;  in  Canada, 
working  to  improve  unjust  laws  dealing 
with  homosexuality,  and  to  meet  the  needs 
of  Americans  entering  Canada  to  avoid  the 
U.S.  draft.  Canadian  Friends  ask  that  we 
expand  our  counselling  services,  as  many 
young  men  and/ or  families  arrive  there 
without  adequate  awareness  of  the  implica- 
tions and  ramifications  of  this  action. 

Internal  concerns  center  mainly  around 
First  Day  education  for  all  ages,  and  ways  of 
improving  communication  between  meetings 
as  well  as  between  individuals.  Intervisita- 
tion teams  are  being  considered — teams  for 
each  meeting,  to  visit  as  many  other  meet- 
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ings  as  possible.  Quarterly  Meeting  is  asked 
to  think  of  providing  retreats,  conferences, 
and  more  discussion  at  sessions.  To  facilitate 
the  latter,  the  Quarterly  Meeting  has  estab- 
lished an  Executive  Committee  to  review  and 
expedite  business. 

One  discussion  has  been  held  involving 
Friends  of  all  ages  in  discussion  of  difficul- 
ties of  communication  between  generations; 
this  had  previously  been  discussed  thorough- 
ly in  Monthly  Meetings.  We  found  the  prob- 
lem broader  than  it  first  appeared 

At  the  next  Quarterly  Meeting  we  plan 
to  use  the  same  procedure  for  the  topic 
“What  do  I want  from  my  meeting  family? 
What  are  my  expectations  for  a meeting  for 
worship?  Meeting  for  business?” 

There  has  been  some  growth.  Worship 
Groups  in  Anacortes  and  Ellensburg  have 
been  started.  Skagit  - Whatcom  Allowed 
Meeting  is  in  process  of  becoming  Belling- 
ham Friends  Meeting  and  is  attracting  stu- 
dents from  the  nearby  college.  Calgary  Meet- 
ing is  growing  and  faces  the  problem  of  dis- 
tance from  other  meetings.  Vancouver  Meet- 
ing has  purchased  a lot  for  a meetinghouse. 

Common  to  us  all  is  our  feeling  of  respon- 
sibility toward  the  human  problems  of  our 
time,  falling  particularly  on  those  who  see 
the  absolute  necessity  of  finding  non-violent 
solutions  to  our  dilemmas.  We  experience  a 
need  to  deepen  the  well-springs  of  contact 
with  the  Source  of  our  strength  so  that  we 
may  respond  creatively  and  meaningfully. 

ELIZABETH  R.  GUDERJOHN 

NEW  MEXICO  QUARTERLY  MEETING 

We  continue  to  have  problems  related  to 
small  meetings.  Quite  frequently  there  are 
more  attenders  than  members. 

The  need  for  some  kind  of  study  and  dis- 
cussion type  of  meeting  in  addition  to  meet- 
ing for  worship  has  also  posed  problems 
both  in  Las  Vegas  and  Albuquerque  Meet- 
ings. Las  Vegas  has  its  discussion  session 
before  the  meeting  for  worship.  This  seems 
to  provide  a focus  for  thought  in  the  meeting. 
Albuquerque,  on  the  other  hand  ,has  experi- 
mented with  having  a discussion  before  wor- 
ship where  it  was  unsuccessful,  and  finally 
changed  to  having  discussion  after  worship 
with  much  more  success.  Vocal  ministry  in 
Albuquerque  has  improved,  although  min- 
istry from  absentee  Friends  is  missed. 

The  need  to  attract  and  hold  young  mem- 
bers is  a continuing  problem  in  all  meetings. 
Las  Vegas  Monthly  Meeting  has  been  for- 
tunate in  attracting  enthusiastic  students 
from  Highlands  University  to  inspire  their 
Sunday  School.  Albuquerque  has  experi- 
enced some  trouble  in  continuing  the  Sunday 


School  at  the  junior  high  and  high  school 
levels. 

A preparative  group,  under  the  care  of 
the  Albuquerque  Monthly  Meeting,  is  still 
meeting  in  Socorro,  New  Mexico. 

Two  weddings  were  held  under  the  care 
of  the  Albuquerque  Monthly  Meeting  this 
last  year:  Kelly  Summer  and  Alpha  Smith 
in  December,  1967;  Edith  Todd  and  Bert 
Upland  in  June,  1968. 

JOHN  H.  ATKINSON,  Clerk 

WILLAMETTE  QUARTERLY  MEETING 

A recommended  basis  for  the  Reports  on 
the  State  of  the  Society  are  the  Queries.  In 
interpreting  our  Monthly  Meeting  reports, 
the  Queries  have  been  used  as  a guide  for 
a “compilation.” 

On  The  Meetings  for  Worship  and  Busi- 
ness: One  Meeting  values  the  Meeting  for 
Worship  as  their  center  . . . Two  Meetings 
value  their  growing  ministry  . . . One  Meet- 
ing deplores  the  lack  of  training  it  offers; 
one  labors  sharing  the  work  with  attenders. 
On  Friends  Care  For  One  Another:  One 
Meeting’s  strength  is  its  unity;  one  hopes  in 
diversity  for  strength  through  its  challenge 
. . . One  Meeting  struggles  with  education; 
one  rejoices  in  the  children — two  in  the 
Junior  Friends  — two  in  college  students 
(“theirs”  and  others);  one  fosters  “cherished 
values”  among  high  school  students  of  the 
city.  Friends  throughout  long  for  deeper 
communication:  this  is  sought  through  coun- 
selling . . . conversation  in  depth  . . . 
family  visiting  and  study  groups  ...  in  the 
Meeting  for  Worship. 

On  Responsibilities  Outside  the  Meeting: 
there  is  no  mention  of  social  and  economic 
relationships.  One  Meeting  mentioned  look- 
ing for  opportunities  for  civic  service.  Though 
many  Friends  are  certainly  working  it  seems 
to  be  an  individual  matter;  if  there  is  en- 
couraging discussion  it  is  not  mentioned.  As 
to  sharing  our  faith,  only  the  inner  circle  is 
mentioned.  In  one  Meeting  this  is  sought; 
another  finds  here  its  failure — to  interpret 
to  attenders  and  others  the  message  and  good 
order  of  Friends. 

On  Personal  Living:  there  is  no  mention 
of  the  home  and  self-discipline.  For  human 
brotherhood,  members  of  two  Meetings  are 
deeply  involved  in  di'aft  counselling. 

Not  reported,  there  is  discernible  in  our 
Monthly  Meetings  a lack  of  sense  of  the 
bonds  of  affection  and  support  existing  in 
the  Quarterly  and  Yearly  Meetings.  In  over- 
coming this  weakness  we  might  well  follow 
the  lead  consistently  given  to  us  by  our 
Junior  Friends 
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Implicit  in  the  reports  is  a sense  of  un- 
certainty in  our  relationships  with  each 
other  and  of  uncertainty  and  confusion  in 
our  “good  order.”  There  is  a longing  to  go 
beyond  our  differences  and  inadequacies. 
Yet  there  is  little  evidence  that  this  is  sought 
in  any  systematic  way.  For  instance  the 
Queries  as  a standard  of  conduct  (unique 
to  the  Society  of  Friends  and  saved  from 
rigidity  by  their  scope)  offer  solutions  to 
most  of  the  problems  mentioned  as  well  as 
illumination  for  paths  already  trodden.  It 
appears  that  only  a limited  effort  is  made  in 
the  Meetings  to  consider  our  condition 
through  use  of  the  Queries,  or  the  total 
Discipline. 

It  is  the  writer’s  belief  that  the  omissions 
noted  in  comparing  the  Meeting  Reports  with 
the  Queries  are  to  a considerable  extent  sig- 
nificant and  reflect  gaps  in  the  thinking  and 
lives  of  Friends  and  Meetings.  Yet  there  is 
no  sum  to  which  the  whole  is  equal.  We  are 
various:  our  annual  searching  of  ourselves 
and  our  Meetings  is  as  a milestone  on  the 
Way.  And  the  Way  is  lightened  for  us  all  by 
the  renewal  in  some  of  our  Meetings  of 
harmony  and  delight  in  work  and  worship 
together. 

ALICE  DART,  Clerk 
* * 

Reports  from  the  remaining  regional 
Meetings  have  not  been  received.  The  Editor 
hopes  to  publish  them  in  the  September  is- 
sue of  the  Bulletin. 
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Yearly  Meeting  Committees 

MINISTRY  AND  OVERSIGHT  COMMITTEE 

During  the  past  year  this  committee  has 
held  two  meetings,  one  immediately  follow- 
ing Yearly  Meeting  1967,  and  one  at  the  time 
of  Executive  Meeting  in  March;  the  next  will 
be  August  18th  immediately  before  Yearly 
Meeting  1968. 

One  visit  was  undertaken  by  your  com- 
mittee at  the  request  of  a small  meeting  with 
the  problem  of  Friends  feeling  swamped  by 
attenders,  and  the  purpose  and  function  of 
the  meeting  for  worship  suffering  as  a result 
of  the  clash  of  personalities.  Such  situations 
pose  a real  problem  for  some  of  our  small 
meetings. 

Your  committee  has  been  considering, 
among  other  subjects,  the  purpose  of  com- 
mittees of  ministry  and  oversight,  and  the 
possibility  that  the  function  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting  committee  may  be  changing  as  the 
regional  meetings  take  up  a greater  share  of 
the  responsibility.  There  might  be  differ- 
ences in  different  regions,  and  an  open  meet- 
ing of  M & O is  to  be  held  during  Yearly 
Meeting  at  which  it  is  hoped  regional  and 
monthly  meeting  chairmen  of  M & O com- 
mittees will  come  prepared  to  share  their 
ideas  and  those  of  their  meetings  on  this 
important  subject. 

We  would  like  to  remind  Friends  again 
this  year  of  the  importance  of  the  time  for 
quiet  worship  before  each  plenary  session, 
it  is  a time  for  prayer,  full  preparation  of 
ourselves  for  the  proper  conduct  of  our  meet- 
ings, and  despite  the  importance  of  the  fel- 
lowship at  Yearly  Meeting  this  short  time  of 
quiet  is  more  important. 

Young  Friends  are  reminded  that  any  of 
them  who  are  interested  are  very  welcome 
to  attend  M & O committee  meetings.  The 
first  is  called  for  August  18th  afternoon. 

HUGH  CAMPBELL-BROWN,  Chairman 

FRIEND  IN  THE  ORIENT  COMMITTEE 

The  year’s  story  of  the  Friend  in  the  Ori- 
ent Committee  is  one  of  a promising  start  on 
the  concern  given  us  at  last  Yearly  Meeting 
to  send  a Friend  to  Vietnam  to  work  and  by 
being  there  to  involve  us  in  the  suffering  of 
the  people;  of  the  applications  of  a number 
of  very  good  Friends  who  wanted  to  go;  then 
of  stop  and  frustration  as  the  Tet  offensive 
began  and  chaos  and  destruction  reached  un- 
imaginable proportions;  and  now  of  a regath- 
ering and  refocusing  and  a new  start  with 
long-range  hope,  and  a change  in  our  im- 
mediate view  of  what  is  useful  and  possible. 

Hope  has  not  been  given  up  that  we  can 
eventually  send  someone,  (probably  a doc- 
tor would  be  the  sort  of  person  most  need- 
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ed)  to  work  in  Vietnam  in  the  spirit  of  the 
1967  concern,  but  with  the  approval  of  the 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  Executive  Commit- 
tee and  University  Meeting  the  Friend  in 
the  Orient  Committee  is  now  considering  al- 
ternatives. A useful  committee  meeting  was 
held  July  2 with  Stuart  and  Gladis  Innerst 
who  had  just  returned  from  a trip  to  Austra- 
lia, New  Zealand  and  the  Orient;  Martha 
Fort,  recently  returned  from  her  assignment 
with  the  AFSC  in  Vietnam;  and  John  Sulli- 
van, who  is  a member  of  this  Committee  but 
in  his  capacity  as  an  AFSC  staff  member  had 
been  sent  to  Vietnam  in  May. 

As  a result  of  this  meeting  the  weight  of 
opinion  in  the  Committee  seems  now  to  be 
in  favor  of  sending  a sensitive,  religiously 
centered  couple  to  an  Asian  crossroads  city 
to  seek  to  understand  and  to  report.  Because 
we  are  aware  of  Western  ignorance  of  the 
feelings  of  people  across  the  Pacific,  what  we 
want  for  all  of  us  here  is  participation  in 
the  spirit  of  John  Woolman  when  he  wrote 
of  his  proposed  visit  to  the  Indians:  “Love 
was  the  first  Motion  and  thence  a Concern 
arose  to  spend  some  Time  with  the  Indians, 
that  I might  feel  and  understand  their  Life, 
and  the  Spirit  they  live  in,  if  haply  I might 
receive  some  instruction  from  them,  or  they 
be  in  any  Degree  helped  forward  by  my  fol- 
lowing the  Leadings  of  Truth  amongst  them.” 

The  Innersts  were  reminded  by  Asians 
more  than  once  that  the  greatest  difficulty 
lies  on  this  side  of  the  ocean  and  primarily  in 
the  misuse  of  American  power.  We  see  such 
Friends  in  the  Orient  as  able  to  be  useful 
to  the  Friend  in  Washington  as  he  seeks  to 
speak  truth  to  power  in  Asian  affairs. 

Because  of  the  importance  of  China  and 
because  the  interest  of  Friends  in  visitation 
continues  we  have  proposed  a sub-commit- 
tee of  this  Committee  to  further  that  inter- 
est, with  Gretchen  Tuthill  as  its  chairman. 

As  for  service,  at  a later  time,  for  which 
we  hope,  we  remind  ourselves  that  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting  is  an  international  Yearly 
Meeting  and  should  be  especially  interested 
in  the  call  at  the  1967  Friends  World  Con- 
ference for  an  international  Quaker  service 
which  would  submerge  national  identities 
in  a world  Quaker  effort. 

These  are  some  of  the  thoughts  and  hopes 
of  the  Friend  in  the  Orient  Committee.  They 
are  still  fluid  and  open  to  change;  and  we 
hope  that  all  interested  Friends  in  Yearly 
Meeting  will  become  involved  along  with  us 
in  seeking  the  right  way  and  right  people 
to  carry  out  the  concern  to  increase  under- 
standing and  feeling  for  the  other  side  of  the 
Pacific. 

CATHERINE  BRUNER.  Chairman 


EDUCATION  COMMITTEE 

Largely  in  response  to  a proposal  of  San 
Francisco  Monthly  Meeting  that  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting  employ  a staff  person  to 
work  in  religious  education,  our  committee 
has  undertaken  a year-long  study  of  needs 
and  resources  in  this  area. 

In  November  the  Education  Committee 
circulated  an  extensive  questionnaire.  The 
majority  of  Monthly  Meetings  and  Worship 
Groups  responded  with  reports  of  their  ac- 
tivities, problems,  aims,  and  interests.  Clerks 
were  asked  to  bring  the  questions  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  Meeting  as  a whole,  and  a num- 
ber of  Monthly  Meetings  arranged  special 
discussions  or  thrashing  sessions  to  consider 
their  responses. 

The  replies  from  the  Monthly  Meetings 
indicate  that  Friends  do  not  at  present  feel 
clarity  that  there  is  a need  for  a regular  re- 
ligious education  staff  person  for  the  Yearly 
Meeting.  Friends  were  divided  between  those 
who  felt  there  would  be  value  to  their  Meet- 
ings in  having  such  a staff  person,  those 
who  did  not  feel  there  would  be  value  to 
their  Meetings,  and  those  who  were  not  sure. 
Many  Friends  pointed  out  the  great  geo- 
graphic spread  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  and 
questioned  the  feasibility  of  one  Friend  be- 
ing of  service  in  such  a widespread  area. 
Others  felt  we  have  not  made  sufficient  use 
of  the  resources  in  our  own  Monthly  and 
Quarterly  Meetings.  Still  others  saw  the 
value  of  a trained  staff  person  but  placed 
higher  priority  on  professional  help  with  jun- 
ior and  senior  high  young  people  or  on  re- 
leasing a Friend  to  serve  as  executive  sec- 
retary for  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

There  was  considerable  interest  in  find- 
ing ways  to  make  better  use  of  our  present 
resources  and  to  encourage  more  sharing  of 
ideas  and  experiences  throughout  the  Yearly 
Meeting.  It  was  suggested  that  we  arrange 
more  visitation  to  Monthly  and  Quarterly 
Meetings  to  answer  felt  needs,  that  we  en- 
courage Quarterly  Meeting  Education  Com- 
mittees to  be  more  active  in  the  area  of  coun- 
seling and  sharing  with  one  another,  and 
that  we  sponsor  special  conferences,  teacher 
training  sessions  and  retreats  as  needs  arise. 
It  was  suggested  the  Yearly  Meeting  and 
Quarterly  Meetings  provide  larger  expense 
accounts  to  enable  more  visitation,  telephone 
contact,  correspondence,  counseling,  and 
conferences. 

Although  the  questionnaire  revealed  no 
unity  about  the  need  for  a religious  educa- 
tion staff  person,  there  was  widespread  in- 
terest in  possible  areas  of  work,  especially  in 
the  organization  of  conferences  and  retreats, 
the  holding  of  teacher  training  sessions,  con- 


JULY-AUGUST,  1968— PAGE  6 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


sultation  on  curriculum  and  religious  educa- 
tion materials,  helping  prepare  children  (and 
their  parents)  for  deeper  participation  in 
worship,  help  with  programs  and  conferences 
for  young  people,  and  visitation  to  Monthly 
and  Quarterly  Meetings. 

Many  Meetings  commented  on  problems 
of  size  and/or  isolation  in  developing  strong 
programs  for  junior  and  senior  high  young 
people.  The  needs  of  these  scattered  young 
Friends  underline  the  importance  of  oppor- 
tunities to  be  together  at  Quarterly  and 
Yearly  Meeting  gatherings. 

Most  Monthly  Meetings  had  replied  to  the 
questionnaire  by  March  9,  when  some  mem- 
bers of  the  Education  Committee  and  other 
interested  Friends  met  with  Douglas  and 
Dorothy  Steere  to  discuss  “Communicating 
Our  Faith  to  Ourselves  and  to  Others.”  The 
Steeres,  disclaiming  any  special  expertise  in 
matters  of  religious  education,  spoke  to  our 
condition  in  a lively  and  wide-ranging  dia- 
logue which  touched  in  very  concrete  and 
helpful  ways  on  our  life  together  as  families, 
as  Meetings,  and  as  a Society  of  Friends. 
(Tape  recordings  of  this  two-hour  session 
are  available.)  In  the  afternoon,  with  Doro- 
thy Steere  as  a resource  person,  we  centered 
down  on  the  next  steps  to  follow  up  the  ques- 
tionnaire. 

It  was  agreed  that  we  give  priority  to 
using  all  the  available  resources  within  the 
Yearly  Meeting  so  that  we  would  be  able  “to 
answer  calls”  and  to  meet  felt  needs  as  they 
arise  on  the  Monthly  and  Quarterly  Meet- 
ing levels;  that  rather  than  hire  a staff  person 
we  request  that  funds  be  made  available  for 
travel,  secretarial  help,  telephone  calls,  baby 
sitting,  or  whatever  would  make  it  possible 
to  release  qualified  Friends  for  work  that 
needs  doing. 

We  decided  to  develop  a curriculum  re- 
source library,  to  share  experiences  in  plan- 
ning retreats  and  conferences,  to  explore 
ways  of  releasing  F riends  for  work  with 
young  people,  and  to  plan  a number  of  spe- 
cial interest  groups  at  Yearly  Meeting  to 
follow  up  interests  expressed  in  the  ques- 
tionnaire. We  felt  the  need  of  finding  ways 
to  work  more  closely  with  Yearly  Meeting 
Committees  of  Ministry  and  Counsel  and 
Visitation  and  with  those  responsible  for 
programs  for  Young  Friends.  The  survey  of 
resources  and  needs  has  opened  many  ave- 
nues for  the  Education  Committee  to  explore 
in  the  years  immediately  ahead. 

ANN  SCOTT,  Chairman 

NOTICE  FROM  TREASURER 
The  office  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ing has  been  moved  and  is  as  follows: 

Robert  Young,  Treas.,  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
535  N.  Fremont  Dr.,  Pasadena,  CA  91103 


BULLETIN  COMMITTEE 

The  Bulletin  operated  within  about  $100 
of  its  budget  this  past  year,  the  difference 
being  met  by  higher  income  than  expected 
from  subscriptions  and  gifts.  92  pages  were 
printed  in  10  issues  (an  additional  6 pages 
were  printed  at  Yearly  Meeting  expense  for 
the  unanticipated  address  of  Margaret  Gib- 
bons in  the  December  issue.  As  it  is  not  al- 
ways possible  to  predict  that  a major  address 
will  be  printed  out  of  Yearly  Meeting  ses- 
sions, the  Executive  Committee  agreed  thal 
such  extra  expense  will  be  met  as  needed 
out  of  Yearly  Meeting  funds  other  than  the 
Bulletin  subsidy.)  A brief  financial  reporf 
follows: 


Income 

Balance  forward  7/1/67  $ 732.81 

(including  $500  operational 
backlog) 

PYM  subsidy  1,368.04 

(budgeted — $1,368) 

Subscription  and  Gifts  3,531.31 

(budgeted — $3,400) 

Advertisements  and  Sales  11.65 

PYM  special  printing  189.40 

(Gibbons  address — $120, 

1968  PYM  Registration  forms) 

Total  $5,833.23 

Expenses 

Salary  and  tax — Editor  $1,566.00 

Office  rent — to  Editor  600.00 

Printing — 10  issues,  98  pp.  2,232.20 

(Budgeted — $2,100) 

Addressing  297.65 

Expenses  (T  & T,  travel)  34.71 

Office  Supplies  (inch  purchase 
2-drawer  file) 

Postage  169.32 

Bank  charges — for.  exch.  1.34 

Total  $5,129.55 

Balance  6/30/68  $ 703.68 

(inch  $500  backlog) 


The  budget  that  will  be  presented  at 
Yearly  Meeting  will  reflect  an  increase  of 
10%  in  printer’s  costs  effective  July  1;  $2,207 
will  be  allowed  for  89  pages  (vs.  92  printed 
this  year.)  Addressing  budget  is  $300;  this 
includes  an  increase  in  commercial  costs  also; 
(it  is  more  than  double  the  cost  of  last  year 
— that  year’s  cost  was  unusually  low  because 
part  of  the  work  was  done  by  volunteer  hand 
labor.)  The  total  budget  will  remain  $5,000, 
however.  Besides  the  operational  backlog  of 
$500  which  is  maintained,  there  has  been  a 
fairly  consistent  carryover  of  about  $200; 
the  editor,  if  necessary,  plans  to  draw  on  this 
accumulated  surplus  to  print  extra  pages 
for  the  normal  operation  (not  considering 
PYM  addresses.) 

The  Bulletin  has  subscribers  all  over  the 
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world  as  well  as  all  over  the  western  con- 
tinent. It  is  hoped  that  Friends  engaged  in 
the  many  facets  of  lives  of  prayer  and  con- 
cern will  ponder  on  whether  they  have  some- 
thing they  wish  to  say  to  other  Friends  and 
will  continue  to  submit  articles,  letters  and 
news,  as  well  as  poetry  and  essays. 

ALICE  DART,  Editor 

MARY  ETTER,  Chairman 

HISTORY  COMMITTEE 

On  the  History  Committee’s  recommenda- 
tion and  with  the  approval  of  Representative 
Committee,  the  permanent  records  of  Yearly 
Meeting  have  been  removed  to  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pacific  Library,  Stockton,  California. 
Walt  A.  Raitt,  chairman  of  the  History  Com- 
mittee, was  designated  YM  Archivist  by  ac- 
tion of  Yearly  Meeting.  He  has  re-organized 
in  a more  systematic  way  the  permanent 
records  in  the  YM  Archives  which  are  now 
placed  in  a new  file  purchased  by  Yearly 
Meeting. 

At  the  instruction  of  the  History  Commit- 
tee, the  chairman  has  had  reproduced  the 
early  records  and  YM  Minutes  on  more  per- 
manent-type of  paper  for  the  files.  A master 
index  has  been  compiled  of  all  major  policy 
decisions  made  by  Yearly  Meeting,  its  In- 
terim/Representative and  its  Executive 
Committees.  Separately-b  o u n d “working 
copies”  of  the  YM  Minutes  are  now  avail- 
able for  reference  at  YM  sessions  and  Execu- 
tive Committee  meetings. 

There  are  important  gaps  in  the  perma- 
nent records.  The  file  copies  of  the  Friends 
Bulletin  prior  to  1947  are  not  in  the  Ar- 
chives. Any  one  having  copies  of  the  publi- 
cation from  1932  through  1946,  willing  to 
part  with  them,  are  requested  to  send  them 
to  Walt  Raitt  in  Stockton.  The  History  Com- 
mittee has  recommended  that  Monthly  and 
regional  Meetings  send  the  original  or  copies 
of  their  historic  documents  for  filing  in  the 
YM  Archives.  Thus  far,  this  year,  only  a 
very  few  have  responded.  Clerks  and  Re- 
corders are  urged  to  consider  this  request 
anew.  The  Archivist  is  authorized  to  make 
copies  of  original  documents  thus  submitted 
and  return  either  the  original  or  the  copy 
as  may  be  requested  by  the  sending  body. 
For  those  Meetings  not  having  adequate, 
fire-proof  storage  facilities,  the  YM  offers 
its  Archives  for  this  purpose. 

Since  the  History  Chairman  serves  also 
this  year  as  Nominating  Commtitee  chair- 
man, it  may  not  be  inappropriate  to  report 
the  recommendation  that  in  place  of  annual- 
ly-named members  of  the  History  Commit- 
tee, it  becomes  a permanent  committee  com- 
posed of  past-Clerks  of  YM.  It  is  felt  that 


such  a group  is  in  the  best  positions  to  offer 
helpful  counsel  to  the  Archivist. 

WALT  A.  RAITT  Chairman 
and  YM  Archivist 

Representatives 

AMERICAN  FRIENDS  SERVICE  COMMITTEE 

Charles  Ludwig  attended  the  AFSC  Cor- 
poration meeting  in  October,  1967.  His  report 
is  in  the  issue  for  December,  1967. 

FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATIONAL  LEGISLATION 

Frances  B.  McAllister  reported  in  issue 
for  May,  1968. 

FRIENDS  GENERAL  CONFERENCE 
Cape  May,  June  21-28, 1968 
Under  the  topic  “Renewal  and  Revolu- 
tion” the  Conference  which  has  met  since 
1900  was  reduced  this  year,  mainly  due  to 
technical  difficulties,  to  delegates  from  its 
constituent  nine  Yearly  Meetings  and  their 
Monthly  Meetings  plus  twelve  unaffiliated 
groups,  the  undersigned  being  the  only  one 
from  west  of  the  Rockies. 

It  seems  to  this  “fraternal  delegate”  of 
special  importance  to  start  this  report  with 
a minute,  taken  during  one  of  the  conclud- 
ing business  sessions,  and  the  news  just  re- 
ceived as  a follow-up. 

The  minute:  “In  support  of  the  Poor  Peo- 
ple’s campaign,  the  Cape  May  Conference 
takes  corporate  action  to  sponsor,  under  the 
oversight  of  an  appointed  committee,  a 
Called  Meeting  for  Worship,  Petition  and 
Witness,  on  Friday,  June  28,  1968,  consisting 
of:  visitation  to  Congressmen  to  bring  about 
a shift  in  priorities  of  American  resources — 
to  reduce  drastically  war  and  military  ex- 
penditures and  increase  funds  to  meet  hu- 
man needs;  a public  vigil  adjacent  to  the 
Capitol  grounds;  and  a Meeting  for  Worship 
and  Petition  on  the  Capitol  grounds.  It  is 
fully  realized  that  the  latter  gathering  may 
be  construed  by  the  civil  authorities  as  civil 
disobedience,  and  such  individuals  there- 
after subject  to  arrest.  In  such  an  event  they 
will  have  our  loving  concern  and  support.” 

The  Meeting  on  the  Capitol  grounds  took 
place  and  was  followed  by  the  arrest  of  35 
Friends  by  “reluctant”  police  to  be  sen- 
tenced to  3 to  10  days  in  jail.  Some  of  their 
names,  well  known  here:  Isabell  Bliss,  Rus- 
sel Boulding,  Ross  and  Dorothy  Flanagan, 
J.  J.  Parker,  David  Hartsough,  George  Wil- 
loughby, John  Jungblut.  Petitions  by  the 
other  group  submitted  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  and  the  Vice  President,  interpreting 
concerns  for  the  Poor,  were  accepted  after 
difficult  hours  of  patient  waiting. 

William  Penn  House  was  the  gathering 
place — the  homebase  for  the  participating 
Friends  — it  deserves  the  strong  financial 
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backing  from  all  of  us  (PYM  contributed 
100  dollars  last  year). 

The  historic  minute,  approved  by  the 
400  representatives  after  a difficult  session 
skilfully  guided  by  Barry  Hollister,  was  fol- 
lowed by  immediate  memorable  action. 

The  general  structure  of  the  Conference 
was  about  the  same  as  in  years  past.  Morn- 
ing Worship  groups  were  followed  by  inter- 
est groups  (with  shuffled  attendance),  leis- 
urely afternoons  and  five  evening  addresses 
plus  two  business  sessions.  Of  the  14  interest 
groups  offered,  my  choice  was  “Faithfulness 
and  Revolution”  under  the  leadership  of 
Hugh  Barbour  (Earlham),  well-known 
member  of  the  Theological  Quaker  Discus- 
sion Group.  We  had  the  rewarding  experi- 
ence to  hear  Dr.  Marjorie  Nelson  give  a 
moving  account  of  her  adventures  in  Viet- 
nam when  she  was  captured  in  Hue  by  the 
Vietcong.  She  was  well  treated  and  released 
after  six  weeks.  She  mentioned  her  Evan- 
gelical Friends’  background  and  how  her 
Faith  upheld  her  when  spending  four  days 
hidden  in  a bombshelter  preceding  her  ar- 
rest. Her  captors  gave  her  a big  farewell 
party.  Other  contributors:  Prof.  Charles  West 
of  Princeton  on  responsibilities  and  oppor- 
tunities of  Christians  living  in  the  social- 
block  countries;  William  Shields,  a black 
poverty  worker  of  Philadelphia  describing 
the  public  ignorance  of  ghetto  and  slum  con- 
ditions; and  June  Jungblut  of  Quakerhouse, 
Atlanta.  Evening  speakers  addressing  a full 
house,  open  to  the  public,  were: 

Kenneth  Barnes,  well  known  British 
Friend  and  pamphleteer  who  had  to  find  a 
reader,  being  prohibited  by  illness  to  appear; 

James  Farmer,  the  popular  Negro  leader 
and  pacifist,  on  “Black  Power,  Nonviolence 
and  Social  Change”,  (“I  have  not  given  up 
Martin  Luther  King’s  “dream!”); 


FRIENDS  WORLD  COMMITTEE  FOR 
CONSULTATION 

William  E.  Barton,  General  Secretary  of 
the  Friends  Service  Council,  has  accepted 
appointment  as  Associate  Secretary  of  the 
Friends  World  Committee  for  Consultation. 

The  new  post  has  been  created  by  FWCC 
so  that  the  concerns  which  arose  from  the 
Friends’  World  Conference  can  be  carried 
forward.  These  include  the  increasing  re- 
sponsibility which  FWCC  is  being  asked  to 
take  for  the  sponsoring  of  new  developments 
in  mission  and  service  in  different  parts  of 
the  world,  the  bringing  together  of  the 
thoughts  of  Friends  and  the  action  which  is 
being  planned  to  bring  nearer  a more  just 
distribution  of  the  world’s  resources,  and 
thirdly,  the  more  effective  sharing  of  respon- 


Wilhelm Hubben,  “In  Search  of  Faith,” 
quoting  Tillich:  “Religion  means  to  be  ulti- 
mately concerned”; 

Gilbert  White  on  “Population  and  Envir- 
onmental Quality,”  a delightfully  relaxed 
presentation  given  without  notes; 

Bronson  Clark,  presenting  a paper  on 
“Racism,  Poverty  and  War=Violence.” 

As  a special  event:  Four  one-hour  lec- 
tures on  the  Bible  by  beloved  Henry  Cad- 
bury under  the  headings:  Theism,  The  Nar- 
ratives, The  Miracles,  Revelation. 

Before  me  is  the  report  my  predecessor 
Reginald  Price  submitted  to  PYM  in  1966. 
A very  different  atmosphere  seems  to  em- 
anate from  it — a clear  picture  of  the  rapid 
pace  of  history  and  Quakers’  position  facing 
it. 

Here  are  some  of  the  recommendations 
forwarded  to  Meetings  for  searching  deliber- 
ations; 

Is  your  Meeting  too  big  for  rela- 
tions among  Friends  to  go  deeper  than 
acquaintanceship?  What  are  the  in- 
hibitions to  breaking  it  up? 

Does  membership  mean  much  to 
Friends,  or  is  it  a light  matter? 

How  does  a Meeting  show  it  is  a 
serious  commitment?  Should  Friends 
reaffirm  their  membership  every  five 
years? 

Do  Friends  use  “Quakerism:  A View 
from  the  Back  Benches”  as  a stimulus 
for  renewal? 

Was  the  topic  of  the  Conference 
clearly  illuminated? 

Was  there  not  only  “Challenge”  but 
“Response”? 

Revolution  was  all  around  us — but  Re- 
newal has  to  be  responded  to  by  individual 
Friends,  supporting  each  other. 

JOHN  ULLMAN,  La  Jolla  Meeting 


sibility  for  concerned  service  in  the  interna- 
tional field. 

In  deciding  to  proceed  with  this  new  ap- 
pointment the  Interim  Committee  of  FWCC 
recorded  “We  affirm  our  faith  that  Friends 
are  being  led  of  God  to  a new  understanding 
of  the  service  in  message  and  in  action  that 
they  are  called  to  give,  and  to  an  acceptance 
of  the  corporate  and  personal  preparation 
which  that  service  requires.” 

William  Barton  will  take  up  the  new 
appointment,  which  is  seen  as  a continuation 
and  extension  of  his  service  to  the  Friends 
Service  Council,  on  a date  early  in  1969 
which  is  acceptable  to  that  body.  FWCC  and 
FSC  are  in  consultation  about  some  possible 
involvement  by  William  Barton  in  FWCC 
activities  in  the  meantime  (con’t) 
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REGIONAL  NEWS 

FROM  THE  QUARTERLY  MEETINGS 

Southern  California  Quarter  met  in  plenary  ses- 
sion May  19  after  worshipping  and  lunching  to- 
gether at  the  Orange  Grove  Meeting  House  in  Pasa- 
dena. 

We  admitted  Westwood  Meeting  (formerly  pre- 
parative under  Los  Angeles  Meeting)  into  monthly 
meeting  status  and  changed  the  Harbor  Area  Wor- 
ship Group  into  the  Orange  County  Preparative 
Meeting  under  La  Jolla  Meeting.  Santa  Barbara  and 
Marloma  Monthly  Meetings  reported  that  they  have 
established  building  funds. 

Pacific  Ackworth  School  reports  a one-sixth  in- 
crease in  enrollment  this  past  year,  and  the  school 
has  produced  two  poetry  booklets  and  sponsored 
poetry  readings,  as  well  as  parents’  “zen”  meetings. 

Our  member  meetings  have  found  strength 
through  study  groups,  retreats,  fellowship  groups, 
meeting  to  increase  communication  between  older 
and  younger  Friends,  participation  in  vigils  and 
poverty  programs,  in  counseling  conscientious  ob- 
jectors, group  singing,  family  sharing  and  worship, 
camp-outs,  helping  less  fortunate  people  in  clean- 
ing up  homes  and  offering  a community  musical 
program.  Some  of  our  meetings  are  troubled  by  a 
lack  of  meaningful  silence,  others  by  too-vocal  min- 
istry. 

We  approved:  a gift  of  $200  to  the  Poor  People’s 
Campaign;  an  ad  hoc  Sufferings  committee  to  ex- 
plore monthly  meetings’  problems  of  sufferings 
caused  by  conscience;  dividing  the  Peace  and  Social 
Action  Committee  (at  its  request)  into  a Peace  Com- 
mittee and  a Social  Order  Committee. 

An  annual  or  biennial  West  Coast  Quaker  lec- 
ture jointly  sponsored  by  the  Pacific  and  California 
Yearly  Meeting  Friends  is  being  considered. 

Ferner  Nuhn  reports  that  a doctoral  disserta- 
tion on  ‘‘The  Effect  of  Revivalism  on  West  Coast 
Quakerism”  is  being  written  by  a candidate  at  the 
George  Fox  College.  This  is  the  first  time  that  Pa- 
cific and  California  Yearly  Meetings  have  been 
studied  together.  MIRIAM  SfFJFT 

William  E.  Barton  was  born  in  Canada 
in  1915  and  educated  in  England,  where  he 
took  a degree  at  Trinity  College,  Cambridge. 
He  has  been  General  Secretary  of  the  Friends 
Service  Council  since  1956.  The  four  years 
before  that,  he  was  at  Quakerhaus  in  Vienna, 
and  during  World  War  II,  he  was  with  the 
International  Voluntary  Service  for  Peace. 

Since  1956  he  has  represented  the  FSC  on 
the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Conference  of 
British  Missionary  Societies,  and  served  as 
chairman  in  1963.  In  that  same  year  he  rep- 
resented the  British  group  at  the  meetings 
in  Mexico  City  of  the  Commission  on  World 
Mission  and  Evangelism  of  the  World  Coun- 
cil of  Churches. 

William  Barton  has  travelled  widely 
among  Friends  around  the  world  during  his 
years  with  the  FSC,  and  as  a member  of  the 
Friends  World  Committee  for  Consult-ation 
has  shared  in  the  last  four  triennial  meet- 
ings of  that  body.  His  wife,  Friedel,  works  in 
the  administrative  offices  of  the  University 
College,  University  of  London,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Paul  and  Claire. 


New  Mexico  Quarterly  Meeting  was  held  on  May 
19  in  Los  Alamos.  Meeting  for  Worship  was  well 
attended.  Meeting  for  Business  emphasized  Yearly 
Meeting:  there  was  discussion  of  concern  that  the 
Yearly  Meeting  should  be  decentralized.  Monthly 
Meeting  representatives  to  Yearly  Meeting  will  meet 
August  17  at  Las  Vegas  to  prepare  for  Yearly  Meet- 
ing. 

Reports  from  the  Monthly  Meetings  followed. 
Santa  Fe  Meeting  finds  that  there  are  others  in 
Santa  Fe  interested  in  contributing  to  AFSC  work 
in  Vietnam.  The  Meeting  joined  in  the  memorial 
service  for  Martin  Luther  King  on  the  steps  of  the 
State  Capitol  and  has  sent  a gift  to  the  SCLC. 
Another  gift  has  been  made  to  Ben  Lomond  (“Pen- 
dle  Hill  of  the  West.”)  Henry  Davis  has  succeeded 
Jane  Baumann  as  Clerk. 

Las  Vegas  Meeting  has  rejoiced  in  a visit  from 
Jim  Vanderburg  of  Texas.  A talk  was  heard  on  the 
Black  Nationalist’s  position  and  problems.  The 
Meeting  House  has  been  painted.  A Social  Commit- 
tee and  a Ministry  and  Oversight  Committee  have 
been  established.  An  excellent  Junior  class  has  been 
held  in  First-Day  School.  Fifteen  young  people  met 
with  15  adults  to  hear  discussion  of  AFSC  work. 

Albuquerque  Meeting  reports  attendance  at 
meetings  for  worship  continues  to  be  good  with 
frequent  visitors.  The  High  School  group  has 
worked  on  the  back  yard  and  finishing  the  garage. 
A Meeting  wedding  took  place  in  June  between 
Bert  Upland  and  Edith  Todd. 

There  was  some  discussion  of  the  scope  of  the 
Friends  Bulletin  as  an  organ  of  expression  of  Pa- 
cific Yearly  Meeting;  one  idea  was  that  it  might  be 
more  adequate  if  it  were  published  quarterly  and 
modeled  after  the  Friends  Journal  which  contains 
articles  relating  more  to  the  spiritual  life. 

The  subject  of  intervisitation  was  raised;  it  was 
felt  that  this  should  be  a concern  of  the  Quarterly 
Meeting.  Visitors  might  well  state  their  purpose  in 
coming;  modern  customs  vary  greatly — we  need 
new  ways  of  bringing  Friends  together  but  not  in 
a haphazard  way. 

MARIE  ANDREW 

FRIENDS  CONFERENCE  ON  THE  DRAFT 

Under  the  auspices  of  College  Park  Quarterly 
Meeting  a conference  was  held  April  12-14  at  La 
Honda,  California,  and  the  following  Minute  was 
adopted  and  has  been  circulating  among  Quarterly 
and  Monthly  Meetings  for  consideration: 

“As  members  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends, 
we  believe  in  the  dignity  and  freedom  of  man.  We 
continually  seek  to  eliminate  the  causes  of  milita- 
rism and  war.  We  feel  that  conscription  has  no 
rightful  place  in  a society  aspiring  to  freedom. 

We  oppose  conscription  because  it  ignores  the 
dignity  and  freedom  of  man  and  denies  to  a man 
the  opportunity  to  make  free  choices  regarding  his 
life  and  work.  Conscription  also  implies  that  a man’s 
first  allegiance  is  to  the  state  rather  than  to  his  con- 
science. We  do  not  recognize  the  right  of  the  gov- 
ernment to  demand  the  life  or  a part  of  the  life 
of  any  man. 

Military  conscription  makes  possible  foreign  and 
domestic  policies  that  rely  on  the  easy  availability 
of  military  force.  It  is  inconsistent  with  democracy 
and  with  the  testimonies  of  Friends  because  the 
‘club  of  induction’  and  desire  for  deferments  chan- 
nel young  men  into  vocations  they  would  not  other- 
wise choose.  When  a man  is  drafted  into  the  army, 
he  no  longer  can  make  the  everyday  moral  deci- 
sions that  are  the  right  and  duty  of  every  person 
to  make.” 
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We  also  oppose  all  proposed  forms  of  civilian 
conscription,  including  the  proposed  indirect  co- 
ercion of  men  through  the  threat  of  the  draft  into 
a ‘National  Service.’ 

Friends  continue  to  support  those  who  in  good 
conscience  are  seeking  to  express  sincere  positions 
within  the  draft  law.  We  are  especially  ready  to  aid 
and  abet  all  those  whose  consciences  call  them  to 
peaceful  actions  to  resist  conscription  by  violating 
the  draft  law.” 

ON  THE  MEETING  FOR  WORSHIP 

(The  following  comes  from  notes  made  in  a 
thrashing  session  held  by  University  Meeting 
under  the  care  of  Sally  Bryan  and  Floyd 
Schmoe.) 

Concerning  Meeting  for  Worship,  two  major 
phases  are  “centering  (or  settling)  down”  and  “gath- 
ering a Meeting.”  The  former  is  an  individual  mat- 
ter and  relatively  easy  to  attain.  It  provides  a chance 
to  “be”  and  to  feel  rather  than  to  act,  and  it  helps 
one  to  get  in  touch  with  one’s  deeper  self.  It  also 
provides  a time  to  get  perspective  and  to  set  priori- 
ties for  one’s  activities, 

“Gathering  a Meeting”  on  the  other  hand  is  a 
much  more  difficult  and  cooperative  thing  and  can 
never  be  forced.  It  depends  upon  mutual  feelings  of 
relatedness,  concern  for  each  other  at  deep  levels, 
and  support  of  each  other  without  limits  or  guide- 
lines of  either  conduct  or  ministry  that  limit  one’s 
approval  of  others. 

Sensitivity  to  each  other  and  to  God’s  leading  at 
the  deepest  levels  are  also  necessary.  As  a group 
meets  regularly  and  has  a sense  of  gathering  in 
Meeting  for  Worship  more  and  more  frequently,  a 
sense  of  gathering  of  the  corporate  group  wiU  be 
greater,  too,  at  times  other  than  at  Meeting  for  Wor- 
ship. 

Group  worship  has  value  over  and  beyond  pri- 
vate worship  as  it  creates  a focus  for  worship  and 
a renewal.  One  can  feel  the  presence  of  others  more 
easily  in  the  group  and  a sense  of  continuity  with 
those  who  have  worshipped  there  before,  even  when 
they  are  not  present.  It  provides  a setting  for 
stretching  and  growing  in  our  awareness  of  and 
sensitivity  to  others  and  our  feeling  of  oneness  that 
tends  to  break  down  the  “we-they”  barriers.  It  can 
be  an  experience  of  really  living  and  caring  as  op- 
posed to  the  assumption  that  we  can  do  without  the 
real  examination  of  our  feelings.  It  can  help  us  to 
mutually  support  each  other  in  whatever  “calling” 
we  may  have  and  the  feeling  of  appreciation  of  the 
other  who  is  representing  us  in  his  work  on  some- 
thing we  would  not  be  able  to  do  ourselves. 


LOS  ANGELES  FRIENDS  seek  a concerned 
Resident  Friend  (or  couple)  beginning  Septem- 
ber 1968.  Ideal  for  retired  couple  wanting  sun- 
ny climate,  or  Friend  studying  at  nearby  uni- 
versity. Comfortable  living  quarters  at  nominal 
rent  in  return  for  care  of  house  and  concern 
for  Meeting  and  related  activities.  Write  Meet- 
ing, 4167  So.  Normandie  Avenue,  Los  Angeles, 
90037.  Adv. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

Individual  contemplation  is  nearly  universal 
among  thinking  people,  most  likely.  Friends  prac- 
tice the  art  of  sharing  the  fruit  of  this  holy  com- 
munion with  God.  The  result  is  an  increased  supply 
of  available  good  for  all.  The  principle  works  now, 
just  as  it  did  in  Biblical  times.  Every  Friends  Meet- 
ing blesses  those  present  who  are  truly  willing  to 
behold  and  accept  the  form  of  good  offered. 

On  the  day  when  many  celebrate  Easter  only  12 
came  to  Meeting.  During  the  worship  hour,  after  my 
late  arrival,  only  one  spoke.  A young  lady  lay  on 
a folding  bed.  Years  before  polio  had  made  moving 
and  breathing  difficult.  For  the  first  time  she  had 
come  to  Meeting  with  the  help  of  friends.  To  at 
least  one,  the  living  Christ  was  present,  revealing 
the  presence  of  God,  the  best  Friend  of  all. 

Visiting  other  Meetings  inspires  all  those  present. 
Yearly  Meeting  is  a golden  opportunity  to  give  and 
receive  that  which  supplies  our  need.  May  we  make 
good  use  of  it. 

CLIFFORD  NORTH  MERRY 
Los  Angeles  Meeting 

Box  124 

Livingstone,  Zambia 

In  reply  to  Laverne  Morris’s  letter  in  the  May 
Bulletin,  a number  of  authors  have  published  books 
discussing  religious  experiences  from  a scientific 
point  of  view.  Perhaps  the  best  known  of  these  is 
William  James’s  Varieties  of  Religious  Experience. 
The  psychologist  C.  J.  Jung  has  written  extensively 
on  this  subject.  His  Memories,  Dreams,  Reflections 
is  particularly  interesting  and  readable.  Le  Comte  de 
Nuoy’s  Nature  of  the  Universe  and  various  of  Toil 
hard  de  Chardin’s  writings  are  other  examples  of 
positive  scientific  concern  with  religion. 

There  are  a number  of  problems  raised  by  this 
kind  of  writing  which  sometimes  makes  it  as  un- 
acceptable to  confirmed  believers  as  to  skeptics. 
First,  the  language  used  is  often  unfamiliar,  being 
neither  that  of  traditional  Christianity  nor  that  of 
physics  and  mathematics,  and  may  be  difficult  to 
understand  and  liable  to  misinterpretation.  Second, 
science  cannot  demonstrate  the  existence  of  God  or 
of  anything  else.  All  the  scientific  approach  can  do 
is  attempt  to  record  and  describe  perceived  events 
in  as  objective  a fashion  as  possible  and  to  specu- 
late on  the  casual  or  coincidental  relationships  be- 
tween them.  The  source  of  the  perceptions  cannot 
itself  be  perceived  as  distinct  from  its  manifesta- 
tions. Even  with  this  very  limited  scientific  objective 
the  universe  is  probably  so  complex  that  there  will 
always  be  experiences  and  events  which  no  one 
will  ever  be  able  to  measure,  define,  categorize,  or 
explain  to  anyone  else’s  satisfaction. 

Human  perception  and  understanding  vary  tre- 
mendously, and  we  have  no  reason  to  believe  that 
even  the  most  capable  and  highly  trained  minds 
can  ever  get  much  nearer  to  ultimate  reality  than 
can  any  of  the  rest  of  us.  It  has  happened  many 
times  in  the  past  that  where  experience  and  scien- 
tific or  theoretical  explanation  seemed  to  conflict 
it  was  because  the  theories  were  incomplete  or 
only  partially  correct.  As  long  as  we  can  point  to 
our  own  personal  experience  as  the  evidence  for  and 
source  of  our  religious  insight  we  are  on  as  sure 
a foundation  as  are  most  scientific  explanations. 
However,  we  must  beware  of  condemning  rational 
skepticism  just  because  it  may  make  us  uncomfort- 
able or  because  it  rejects  traditional  assertions  which 
cannot  be  supported  by  personal  experience.  Open 
minded  skepticism  is  at  least  as  honest  an  approach 
to  religion  as  is  dogmatic  faith. 
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Finally,  and  most  importantly,  science  is  only 
concerned  with  real  events.  It  cannot  demonstrate 
the  existence  of  an  unperceived  source  of  unper- 
ceived events.  When  addressed  to  someone  who  has 
had  no  religious  experience  the  most  that  scientific 
argument  can  do  is  suggest  that  religious  beliefs 
are  not  necessarily  irrational.  No  one  has  yet  suc- 
ceeded in  demonstrating  that  the  concept  of  God 
is  in  itself  a logical  necessity,  but  where  the  inner 
light  is  recognized  there  is  no  need  of  verbal  demon- 
stration because  experience  always  takes  prece- 
dent over  theory.  To  put  this  in  other  words,  the 
experience  of  inner  light  or  grace  is  the  “fact” 
which  gives  rise  to  the  theoretical  statement  “God 
is.”  The  validity  of  the  statement  is  not  the  same 
for  all  individuals,  but  depends  on  the  extent  to 
which  each  can  attest  to  the  facts  on  which  it  is 
lD3S0Ci 

LAUREL  PHILLIPSON 
Berkeley  Meeting 

MOTES  FROM  HERE  AND  THERE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Births 

To  FRANCIA  and  VIKKE  HARVONEN  (University) 
on  February  22,  a daughter.  Lea  Anne. 

To  RAY  and  JOY  TRIMBLE  (College  Park)  on 
March  23,  a daughter,  Diana  Patrice. 

To  GARETH  and  GEORGENNE  FERDUN  (Sacra- 
mento) on  May  19,  a boy,  Destin  Jay. 

To  EVAN  and  EMILY  MEYER  (Sacramento)  a 
girl,  Tirzah. 

To  CHARLES  and  MARGOT  JANEWAY  (Univer- 
sity) on  May  19,  a son,  David  Ward. 

Marriages 

JOHN  BRYAN  (University)  and  JENNIFER  FIL- 
LER, on  June  8. 

TAMI  BELL  and  JUDY  GOERLICH  (Marin)  on 
June  15,  under  the  care  of  San  Francisco  Meeting. 

BRUCE  KAHL  and  LESLIE  DESMOND  (Palo 
Alto)  on  June  23,  under  the  care  of  Palo  Alto  Meet- 
ing. 

Deaths 

AENID  HENDRICKS  of  Santa  Barbara  Meeting, 
on  March  29. 

MARIE  GRANGER,  active  attender  of  Delta 
Meeting,  on  March  28.  “She  was  the  kind  of  per- 
son we  need,  one  who  with  her  husband  had  lived 
in  the  thick  of  things  . . . and  brought  strength 
and  maturity,  faith  and  love.” 

KEN  NEWTON  of  Phoenix  Meeting,  on  April  11. 
“Thinking  of  others  to  the  very  end  ...  he  willed 
his  body  to  the  Research  Center  of  the  University 
of  Arizona  Medical  School  and  his  eyes  to  the 
Arizona  Eye  Bank.” 

CORA  SCHNEIDER  of  University  Meeting,  on 
May  6th. 

CLARA  TAYLOR  of  La  Jolla  Meeting,  on  June  28. 
“She  was  one  of  the  first  interested  in  the  education 
for  industrial  women  and  was  in  Russia  to  help  in 
their  program  when  the  Russian  Revolution  broke 
. . . subsequently  she  established  the  first  Invest- 
ment Office  to  be  run  by  a woman  . . . her  knowl- 
edge of  finance  was  a great  help  to  the  Meeting 
when  we  were  building  our  Meeting  House  . . . she 
was  a person  of  great  compassion  and  wide  inter- 
ests.” 


NEWS  OF  FRIENDS 

IRENE  LINDLEY  (Honolulu)  is  1968  Betty  Crock- 
er All-American  Homemaker  of  Tomorrow.  She  has 
also  been  awarded  a National  Merit  Scholarship 
and  will  enter  Reed  College  in  Oregon  this  fall. 

EDWIN  and  LUELLA  ROCKWELL  moved  in  the 
spring  to  the  home  of  their  daughter,  P.O.  Box  356, 
Duizura,  CA  92017.  “Through  the  years  we  have 
attended  many  gatherings  of  Pacific  Coast  Friends, 
beginning  with  the  meeting  held  at  the  home  of 
Howard  and  Anna  Brinton,  on  Mills  College  Cam- 
pus, of  the  Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Friends, 
many  years  ago.  It  was  our  privilege  to  be  living  in 
Santa  Barbara  when  Friends  there  first  began  reg- 
ular Meetings  for  Worship  in  the  autumn  of  1953 
. . . we  are  still  members  of  Santa  Barbara  Meeting, 
but  have  been  unable  to  attend  meetings  since  late 
1964  when  we  sold  our  home  and  have  since  lived 
with  one  or  both  of  our  daughters  ...  we  would 
be  glad  to  see  any  of  our  Friends  who  might  wish 
to  call  on  us.” 

JOHN  and  VARLEY  CRIST  (Portland  Friends 
Worship  Group)  left  June  17  for  sabbatical  leave 
in  Europe. 

RUDI  NUSSBAUM  family  (Portland  Friends  Wor- 
ship Group)  will  spend  the  next  year  on  sabbatical 
leave  in  Europe. 

FROM  THE  MEETSNGS 

SAN  FERNANDO  MEETING  has  started  two  “en- 
counter groups”  with  people  from  the  black  com- 
munity, small  groups  about  half  black  and  half  white, 
meeting  in  each  others’  horries  for  discussions  cen- 
tering around  race  problems. 

UNIVERSITY  MEETING  now  has  an  “Over  50 
Group”  which  meets  once  a month  in  homes  for 
lunch  and  socializing. 

FRIENDS  in  southern  Alemada  County  in  Calif- 
ornia have  organized  a worship  group  under  the  care 
of  Berkeley  Meeting,  it  meets  First  Days  at  11  a.m. 
in  homes  in  the  Hayward  area.  Some  thirty  persons 
have  been  attending  since  the  group  was  formed  in 
January.  Correspondent;  Herman  Yeager,  2762  Lan- 
caster Rd.,  Hayward,  CA  94541  (phone  582-9632). 

WESTWOOD  FRIENDS  MEETING  has  been 
formed  out  of  the  preparative  meeting,  and  there 
are  now  two  meetings  in  Los  Angeles. 

PACIFIC  ACKWORTH  and  LA  JOLLA  MEETINGS 
have  enjoyed  a retreat  in  the  mountains  in  May. 
“Wind  and  mist,  sound  and  silence,  work  and 
prayer,  the  quiet  of  v^^oods  . . . and  an  interior  en- 
counter with  the  poetry  of  Rilke,  a Mozart  flute  son- 
ata, the  mysticism  of  Jacob  Boehme,  the  demands  of 
Gilbert  Kilpatrick  to  acquaint  ourselves  with  the 

despised  Christ these  were  our  moments,  and  so 

much  more,  Joy.  . . Yet  we  looked  at  ourselves — 
our  pretensions,  fears,  needs,  our  unholy  content 
with  the  illusory  security  of  the  familiar.  We  ques- 
tioned our  ways  of  knowing.  Perhaps  in  looking  and 
questioning  together  we  have  m.ade  atiother  begin- 
ning toward  courage.”  (From  Shirley  iweed) 

FROM  ARGENTA  SCHOOL 

“Our  school  year  is  ending  on  a happy  note  in 
many  ways.  Students  are  doing  better  academic 
work  than  they  did  last  term.  Next  year’s  staff  is 
almost  complete  ...  we  have  more  than  enough 
boys  for  next  fall  . . . our  new  student  home  is 
really  taking  shape  ...  we  have  two  more  staff 
residences  in  sight  . . . Our  only  cloud  is  that  we 
need  more  funds  to  finish  the  student  home:  we  are 
appealing  now  for  funds  and  will  have  to  skimp  the 
appeal  next  fall  . . . can  anyone  tell  where  we 
might  look  for  funds  or  foundations  from  whom  to 
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borrow?  We  have  never  gone  into  debt  before  but 
feel  that  we  could  now  by  using  one  of  the  houses 
as  security.”  (John  Stevenson). 

FROM  ALL  QUARTERS 

A QUAKER  ACTION  GROUP  has  been  putting 
most  of  its  staff  and  resources  into  support  for  the 
Poor  People’s  Campaign.  Expenses  for  staff,  postage, 
travel,  etc.,  in  connection  with  this  and  with  Carl 
Zietlow’s  work  in  Cambodia  now  amount  to  about 
$4,000  per  month,  and  $1,000  per  month  is  needed 
for  subsistence  volunteers  this  summer  (seven  peo- 
ple have  worked  for  the  Group  this  summer  on 
maintenance  allowance.)  They  therefore  continue 
an  appeal  for  funds.  Address:  20  South  12th  Street, 
Philadelphia,  PA  19107. 

ASSOCIATED  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 
OF  FRIENDS  ON  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 

For  99  years  Friends  have  cooperated  in  our 
work  with  Indians  in  Oklahoma.  Work  in  four  Cen- 
ters continues  to  be  filling  a worthy  Christian  mis- 
sion. Friends  Meetings  at  Hominy  and  Wyandotte  are 
both  seeking  full  time  resident  leaders.  The  Associ- 
ated Executive  Committee  of  Friends  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs at  its  annual  meeting  in  April  at  Collins,  N.Y. 
approved  a $25,000  budget  for  the  year  1968-69. 
Without  contributions  from  all  Friends  to  meet  this 
obligation  workers  cannot  be  secured  or  held,  and 
without  leaders  the  work  at  the  Centers  cannot  be 
accomplished.  Lindley  Cook,  Central  City,  Nebr., 
68826,  will  be  happy  to  interview  interested  workers. 
Paul  Turner,  Treasurer,  714  N.  Franklin  St.,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.  19123,  will  be  happy  to  receive  contribu- 
tions. Slides  of  the  work,  with  script,  photograph 
posters  and  coin  cards  are  available  at  postage 
costs  from  Florence  J.  Fisher,  613  Third  Avenue, 
Joliet,  III.  60433. 
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PYM  1968  CONTACTS 

Arrangements  Chairman:  Bob  Barns,  1836  Le- 
high Dr.,  Davis,  CA  95616;  phone  (916) 
756-7559 

Physical  Arrangements:  Larry  and  Barbara 
Perry,  2737  Woolsey  St.,  Berkeley,  CA  94705; 
phone  (415)  654-5069 

Registrar:  Dick  Derby,  7715  Laurie  Way,  Sac- 
ramento, CA  95832;  phone  (916)  428-1522 

Arts  and  Crafts:  Barbara  Perry,  2737  Woolsey 
St.,  Berkeley,  CA  94705 

Children’s  Program:  Jo  Anne  Strain,  369  Way- 
side,  Portolo  Valley,  CA  94025 

PYM  Coordinator,  Children’s  Program:  Ruth 
Smith,  18  Sunset  Dr.,  Berkeley,  CA  94707; 
phone  (415)  526-1042 

Young  Friends  Clerk:  Roy  Dimon,  13282  Her- 
ron St.,  Sylmar,  CA  91342 

Junior  Friends  Clerk:  Dan  Blickenstaff,  Rt.  1, 
Box  J26,  Nevada  City,  CA  95959 

Chief  Advisors,  Junior  Yearly  Meeting:  Bob 
and  Marilyn  Heilman,  Rt.  1,  Box  J26,  Nevada 
City,  CA  95959;  phone  (916)  273-3183 


94026 


